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“Vienna Circle – Exact Thinking in Demented Times”

The exhibition about the Vienna Circle, curated by prof. Karl Sigmund and
prof. Friedrich Stadler, both from the University of Vienna, will be displayed in
Belgrade, at the University of Belgrade – Faculty of Economics and Business.

The event is organized as part of the cooperation between the University of Vienna
and University of Belgrade within the European University Alliance CircleU. 

The Vienna Circle was one of the most influential groups in 20th century philosophy
and has also impacted many of the exemplary modern sciences, including
methodology of science, information technology and engineering. 

The exhibition aims to show both impressive intellectual achievements of the
Vienna Circle and the complicated and gloomy historical context, which led to its
dissolution in the late 1930s.

BILDER ZUR AUSSTELLUNG
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The exhibition “Vienna Circle – Exact Thinking in Demented Times”,
shearing partly the title of a unique great book “Exact Thinking in Demented Times
– The Vienna Circle and the Epic Quest for the Foundations of Science”
by Karl Sigmund, coauthor of the exhibition, is divided into sixteen units:
Precursors, The Proto-Circle, Role Models, Schlick Circle, Wittgenstein,
Mathematics, Contacts (and Controversies), Empiricism, Anti-metaphysics
(Controversies), Unity of Science, Red Vienna, Literature, Forced Exile,
The Murder of Schlick, Vienna after 1945, and International Influence. 

Given in a logical chronologic order, through a rich treasury of documents,
pictures and comments, each unit illuminates activities, ideas, influences
and tendencies of Vienna Circle in various aspects and periods.
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As the authors of the exhibition emphasize, a central part of the exhibition is
devoted to the history of the racist and political persecution of intellectuals and
scholars, leading to the exodus of the Vienna Circle and the brutal suppression
of Vienna’s ‘Golden Autumn’. The exhibition deals with the extraordinary
intellectual and cultural feats that led to the emergence of the Vienna Circle.

At the same time, it takes a closer look at the terrible ravages of political
fanaticism and anti-Semitism, and the ruthless destruction of a pinnacle of
exact thinking. Finally, the exhibition reveals the international impact that the
Vienna Circle would have.
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Last not least, let us point out an extremely important educative character of this
exhibition, made by two excellent scientists and teachers.

The official opening of the exhibition will take place on 15th September 2022,
and will bring together representatives from the European University Alliance
CircleU. It will be accompanied by an open workshop on "Vienna Circle and
Belgrade School of Logic", in which members of the academic community
of both University of Vienna and University of Belgrade will present their papers
influenced by the Vienna Circle. 
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Additionally, the curators, prof. Sigmund and prof. Stadler, will give introductory
talks, in which they will highlight the roots, interconnectedness within the region
and main achievements of this fascinating milieu. This workshop will be
a satellite session of the 85th Anniversary Conference of the University
of Belgrade – Faculty of Economics and Business, from 15th to 17th September
2022. Participants of workshop are: Miloš Adžić, Branislav Boričić, Dragan Doder,
Šejla Dautović, Nebojša Ikodinović, Filip D. Jevtić, Marija Joksimović,
Žarko Mijajlović, Zoran Ognjanović, Karl Sigmund, Friedrich Stadler, Slobodan
Vujošević and Siniša Zarić.

The Vienna Circle exhibition was created originally for the occasion of the
650th anniversary of the University of Vienna, in the year 2015, by prof. Karl
Sigmund and prof. Friedrich Stadler. After that, the exhibition has been
displayed in Prague and Warshaw.

The exhibition will be on display until 15th October at the University of
Belgrade – Faculty of Economics and Business, University of Belgrade,
Kamenička 6, Beograd, Monday – Friday, 8:00 – 20:00

Exhibition setting: architect Emina Bibić



A Note on the Vienna Circle

This note is written on the occasion of the great exhibition “Vienna Circle –
Exact Thinking in Demented Times” displayed in Belgrade on 2022.

Just as the exhibition has been divided into sections entitled by ‘Precursors’,
‘The Proto-Circle’, ‘Role Models’, ‘Schlick Circle’, ‘Wittgenstein’, ‘Mathematics’,
‘Contacts’, and so on, one can see that it is impossible to analyze the
phenomenon of Vienna Circle as an isolated event. It is a result of complex
social, political, cultural and historical circumstances of time and space.

Scientists Moritz Schlick, Hans Hahn and Otto Neurath, in 1924, at the
University of Vienna, established a seminar dealing with logical, methodological
and philosophical questions of foundations of science. This was the nucleus
of the Vienna Circle. The public phase of the Vienna Circle began in 1929,
with the Ernst Mach Society.

Vienna Circle should not be considered exclusively as Schlick’s seminar, but,
as presented in Sigmund’s and Stadler’s “Vienna Circle – Exact Thinking in
Demented Times” exhibition, a wider movement at the University of Vienna
in the interwar period with all its connections and interinfluences in the Central
Europe region of that time.

Among my personal associations with the Vienna Circle are the following names:
Gödel, Carnap, Wittgenstein, Menger, Schlick, Neurath, Morgenstern, Popper,
and the following notions: positivism, empiricism, methodology, consistency,
foundations, science and knowledge, but also interwar period, exile etc.
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During the interwar period, Vienna and Central Europe were undoubtedly one of the
kernels of western philosophy and new tendencies in science. Simultaneously,
Vienna become a bitter example of the brutal confrontation of politics with freedom
of thought and creation, and ideological destruction. Moreover, the third and fourth
decades of the 20th century can be considered a stem of new renaissance of
European science and art, enabled by the end of a catastrophe, the First World War,
and disabled by the beginning of a new catastrophe, Nazism and the
Second World War.

Modern methodology of science, putting in the focus consistency, springs
directly from ideas that have been nurtured and launched by members and close
contributors of the Vienna Circle. Effective empirical verification of a theory means
to give arguments for its consistency. Namely, as formulated in logic, if a theory has
a model, then it is consistent. Consistency and completeness of a scientific theory
become the central themes of modern logic and methodology.
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The list of authors connected with the Vienna Circle is long and contains names
such as: Hans Hahn, Viktor Kraft, Moritz Schlick, Olga Hahn-Neurath, Otto Neurath,
Philipp Frank, Rudolf Carnap, Edgar Zilsel, Felix Kaufmann, Friedrich Waismann,
Josef Schachter, Bela Juhos, Karl Menger, Herbert Feigl, Karl Popper, Rose Rand,
Marcen Natkin, Kurt Gödel, Gustav Bergman, Ludwig Wittgenstein, Ernst Mach,
Josef Breuer, Robert Barany, Ludwig Boltzmann, Lise Meitner etc.

9



By putting the question of the verifiability of theoretical stand points at the center
of attention the scientists belonging directly or indirectly to the Vienna Circle
reaffirm critical thinking as a basic method for progress. This is closely
connected to the Hegel–Marx dialectic scheme thesis–antithesis–synthesis,
with later form of Popper–Lakatos proof–refutation principle. Antithesis,
refutation or falsification, independently of ideological context, presents a driving
force of critical thinking enabling permanent improvements of any scientific
consideration.

We cannot forget that after the Vienna Circle consistency, completeness,
soundness, decidability, axiomatic method, foundations and language have
become a legitimate aspect of every scientific theory. 
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The development of logic in Central and Eastern Europe, during the first half of the last
century, was mostly under the influence of the Vienna Circle, associated almost
exclusively with Austrian logicians, and the Lvov-Warsaw School, associated
with Polish ones.

Finally, let us note that at the University of Belgrade the research of modern logic
as an area of mathematics and philosophy begins with the Seminar for Algebra and
Logic in 1965, founded by professors Slaviša Prešić and Aleksandar Kron, together
with some other mathematicians and philosophers. That seminar was later renamed
into the Seminar for Mathematical Logic and it has been a seminar of Mathematical
Institute SANU since 1970. During the period 1970-2010 more than 40 scientists
received PhD degree in logic at universities in Serbia, under an immediate impact
of the Seminar, and works of many of them were influenced by authors and ideas
connected closely with the Vienna Circle.
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